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VALLEY BUSINESSES SELECTED FOR APS MENTORING PROGRAM

Academy’s 13th Class Underway 

 ASK  \* MERGEFORMAT 
Fifteen Arizona companies have been accepted for the next APS Academy for the Advancement of Small, Minority and Women-owned Enterprises (AAAME), which is scheduled to begin today. 
The purpose of this program is to teach small-business owners the skills necessary for their companies to succeed. This is done through business skill training in such areas as strategic planning, finance, management/operations and marketing. The AAAME CEO’s then are partnered with advisors who can lend lessons learned from their own experiences in the business world. The academy is free to those accepted. The companies accepted for Class 13 include:
	· Aqua-Tots Swim Schools, Peoria
	· Carpenter Law Firm PC, Scottsdale

	· Central Phoenix Obstetrics & Gynecology, Phoenix
	· Community Tire & Auto Service, Desert Hills

	· Coupon Sense, Chandler
	· God’s Garden Treasures, Tempe

	· Frances, LLC and Smeeks, LLC, Phoenix
	· Just AIM 4 Success (JBR Global), Scottsdale

	· Kensington Makeup Artists, Phoenix
	· Life’s a Garden, Phoenix

	· Lingerie SuperStore, Phoenix
	· MgBoals & Associates, Phoenix

	· Sonoran Document Solutions, Queen Creek
	· SWC Business Enterprises, PC, Scottsdale

	· Mardi Gras Costume Shop, Scottsdale
	


The AAAME CEO’s meet at least twice a month and are matched with an advisor for a two-year period as they work toward their individualized goals. To qualify for AAAME, applicants should have established business operations in the Valley for at least one year and display a potential to grow.

AAAME has mentored more than 150 Valley businesses since its launch by APS in 1997. For more information about AAAME, visit pinnaclewest.com/AAAME. 
APS, Arizona’s largest and longest-serving electricity utility, serves more than 1 million customers in 11 of the state’s 15 counties. With headquarters in Phoenix, APS is the largest subsidiary of Pinnacle West Capital Corp. (NYSE: PNW).
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